


Welcome to 
Smart Cities MIAMI 
The University of Miami brings cutting-edge research 
in urban planning, architecture, and engineering—in 
alignment with computational resources and analytical 
expertise—to aid in the design and development of more 
sustainable, livable, and resilient cities. This Conference 
gathers leaders in academia, professional practice, and 
industry to examine the Smart Cities phenomenon in 
relation to emerging trends and technology. The focus is 
on infrastructure and the built environment, as well as new 
potentials for business and governance.

Keynote Speaker  

Antoine Picon, PhD
Director of Research, Harvard Graduate School of Design  

Dr. Antoine Picon is the G. Ware Travelstead Professor of 
the History of Architecture and Technology and Director 
of Research at the GSD. He teaches courses in the history 
and theory of architecture and technology. He is also 
Director of Research at the Ecole Nationale des Ponts et 
Chaussées in Paris. Trained as an engineer, architect, and 
historian, Dr. Picon works on the history of architectural and 
urban technologies from the eighteenth century to the 
present. He has published extensively on this subject. His 
three most recent books deal extensively with the changes 
brought to cities and architecture by the development 
of digital tools and digital culture. Digital Culture in 
Architecture: An Introduction for the Design Profession 
(2010) offers a comprehensive overview of this important 
transition. Ornament: The Politics of Architecture and 
Subjectivity (2013) focuses on the “return” of ornament 
in digital architecture to further the investigation. Finally, 
Smart Cities: A Spatialised Intelligence (2015) discusses its 
impact on cities.

Dr. Picon has received a number of awards for his writings, 
including the Médaille de la Ville de Paris, and twice, the 
Prix du Livre d’Architecture de la Ville de Briey, as well as 
the Georges Sarton Medal of the University of Gand. In 
2010, he was elected a member of the French Académie 
des Technologies, and in 2015, an associate member of 
the French Académie d’Architecture.









 
 

 
 


